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sanitary history. It is that of a chief medical officer placing him-
self in an attitude of irritable personal conflict with those who may
venture to suggest new departures in public health administration,
and actually going out of his way to indulge in a poor and pitiful
sneer at the earnest representations of such responsible public
bodies as the Toxteth board of guardians, and such able members of
his own committee as Mr. Stephens and others, all of whose pro-
testations and appeals he conceives to be made from no worthier
motive than that of a desire to divert public attention from a
scheme to which lie has personally attached himself. There has
probably never been a more melancholy instance of the blindness
which prejudice and officialism are capable of producing.-I am, sir,
your obedient servant, THE WRITER OF THE ARTICLE.

October 27th, 1883.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
MANCHESTER.

[iRon0 OUiR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Oirei4 ('allegle Medical Students' DebatingySociety-Dr. Cg-It1bt-

1oeth0sfl iAddresx-O9/b, to the 2J1analeter lRoyal Infirnary--
Manuchtester Mltedical oSocelty--Presentation to Jfr. Lund.

fTis week and last, medical meetings have crowded thick upon us.
On 'Monday evening Dr. Cullincgworth opened the season by de-
livering an inaugural arldress, on the place of Literature in Medicine,
to the Owens College Medical Students' Debating Society. In the
course of a deeply interesting and thoughtful paper, he alluded to
the causes which have of late years tended to the neglect of
literary style in medical writings, and also drew a graphic picture
of the dismnay with which the student mind is struck on his first
being brouguht face to face with the material of a large library like
that of our Medical Society, for example. He then proceeded to
point out the various methods by which the mental confusion
caused by the ebarzras de rickesses was to be removed, and gave
examples how a subject should be properly worked up by systematic
reference to bibliographies and dictionaries, English and foreign.
His remarks were attentively listened to by a large audience.
At the last meeting of the Board of the Manchester Royal In-

.irmary a letter was read from the Rev. Dawson Burns, I).D., of
TUooting, offering the sum of £1,000 to the board in case they should
feel inclined to carry out a non-alcoholic experiment in the treat-
ment of disease for not less than a year. The medical board have
this remarkable offer under their consideration.
The President of the Medical Society has inaugurated his second

year of office by a reception to the members of the Society and
members of the general public known to be interested in scientific
and literary pursuits. In the reading-room of the Society a-large
number of the bibliographical treasures (rare folios and books of
plates) were exhibited, and attracted great attention. The physio-
logical laboratories were thrown open, and a number of physio-
logical demonstrations were made by Professor Gamgee; while
those visitors whose tastes wvere more botanic in their nature in-
spected the large and varied assortment of specimens of materia
medica displayed in Dr. Leech's department. Dr. Dreschfeld dis-
coursed on inicro-organisms; and Dr. Collingworth read a paper (by
desire) on " The Plan of Literature in Medicine," to large audiences
in the medical and anatomical theatres respectively.

A brief musical interlude served as an admirable preface to the
next item on the evening's programme, viz., the presentation of a
testimonial to Mr. Lund by Mr. Heath, as chairman of the Luncl
Testimonial Fund. This fund has been subscribed largely by Mr.
Lund's past pupils, but it has also been substantially increased by
the unsolicited contributions of his many professional admirers and
friends in this district. The testitnonial has taken the form of a
portrait by Mr. J. I1. E. P'artington and a service of plate. The
presentation took place in the Chemical Theatre of the Owens
College.
TnE LATE L)R. 1vonrnRT SA-MUEL HUDSON.-At the last meeting

of the Itedruth Board of Guardians, the following resolution was
proposed by the Rev. Canon Chappell, and passed unanimously:-
" That this Board desires to record its appreciation of the services of
the late Dr. Hudson as the medical officer and vaccinator for Red-roth, and to express its sincere sympathy with Mrs. Hudson in her
bereavement, and that the clerk be instructed to forward to her a
copy of this resolntion.'

PUBLIC HEALTH
AN

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE WESTMINSTER UNION.

TUE course which the Westminster Guardians are pursuing in refer-
ence to their officers is one which is, to say the least, surprising.
At a recent inquiry, thirteen charges were substantiated against the
Master. From this result of the inquiry, they appeared at first to
have taken no action, except to indicate acute hostility to Dr.
Joseph Rogers, who had been called to substantiate some charges.
Thereupon, the Local Government Board called their attention to
the gravity of the misconduct substantiated against the Master, and
stated that they only refrained from directing peremptorily that he
should be dismissed, out of deference to the views of the guardians;
whereupon the guardians appear to have suspended the medical
officer, who was guiltless, and whose conduct appears to have been
exemplary in the matter, and certainly actuated by a conscientious
desire to do his duty to the sick poor under his care, and to protect
them; while, on the other hand, the guardians subscribed sixty
guineas as a present to the Master, and contented themselves, under
the pressure of the Local Government Board, by administering to the
Master what was facetiously called a reprimand, at the same time
that they told him that they thought he had largely atoned for his
misconduct. Proceedings such as these are calculated to bring local
self-government into discredit; and it is much to be regretted that
this Board should take so perverse and so dangerous a view of its
duties and responsibilities.

THE SOCIETY OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.
AT the first meeting of the session, the new president, Dr. T.
Orme Dudfield, Medical Officer of Health for Kensington, delivered
his inaugural address. He took for his subject that one which is
at present prominently before the public, viz., the sanitary admin-
istration of the metropolis. The need of unity, he urged, did not
admit of question, as would be seen when it was considered that
the care of the public health was committed to about forty sepe-
rate authorities, deriving many of their powers from one and the
same Act of Parliament, yet practically independent, each in its
own district. The metropolis stood alone in this respect, for in
every other populous place there was but one authority deriving
powers under codified laws, and dealing with every branch of
public health and sanitary administration. A comparison was then
drawn by the speaker between the almost perfect system of deal-
ing with animal infectious diseases by notification, by isolation
rigidly enforced, and by disinfection; and the imperfect means at
the disposal of sanitary authorities for coping with human infectious
diseases. The grant of necessary powers could be attended with the
best effects for the community, but such powers would never pro-
bably be given while sanitary authority was scattered and dis-
united. In considering " how unity might be brought about," two
courses, it was said, were open: the existing sanitary authorities
might be swept away and an entirely new authority created to rule
over undivided London, or, the present local machinery being re-
tained, a central board might be established to take charge of all
great questions affecting the metropolis as a whole, to establish
principles on which sanitary administration should be carried out,
and generally to exercise a supervising control over the work in-
trusted to the local board. The results he looked for in a complete
unity of administration were: a system of compulsory notification of
infectious diseases; provision of hospital accommodation; com-
pulsory removal of the non-isolated infectious sick; and a complete
ambulance service. The president, in conclusion, gave it as his
opinion that there was no necessity for any material alteration in
the constitution of the vestries and the district boards. On the
contrary, he affirmed that they, or some practically identical and
well-organised authorities, would be found necessary for local ad-
ministrative purposes, whatever the constitution of the new central
authority. On the motion of Dr. Buchanan, of the Local Govern.
ment Board, seconded by Dr. Tripe of Hackney, thanks were voted
to Dr. Dudfleld for his address.

MEDICAL OFFICERS' PUPILS.
SIR, -Can you or any fellow-member inform me whether a board of guardians
can prohibit me from sending my pupil to take temperatures and to dress
wounds in the wards of the Union Infirmary to which I am medical officer.My board have refused acce.sto the infirmary to mvpupil unless he s accom-


